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Dr Houston has produced a superb and 

timely addition to the literature concerning 

bees and provides a wealth of information to 

stimulate the bee enthusiast and beekeeper 

alike. Enriched by some of the finest and 

most impressive macrophotographs and 

photomicrographs of bees and their anatomy 

taken by a cohort of talented photographers, 

this book offers a fascinating insight into many 

of the species that comprise Australia’s native 

bee genera and five families. Dr. Houston’s 

passion, years of experience and knowledge 

are evidently embodied throughout the text, and his 

succinct writing style makes the field of entomology 

and technical language of bees accessible to the 

non‑specialist. Even so, specialists too will be delighted 

with the content and level of detail, supported by 

further reading advice and a lengthy bibliography of 

key resources.

Laden with scientific and entomological facts, the 

reader is taken deep into the captivating world of bees 

and their relationships with the environment. The 

physical characteristics and appearances, behavioural 

patterns, societal natures, nesting habits, threats and 

even curiosities are detailed across a series of 

well‑written and well‑structured short chapters 

divided into two parts: (1) Overview of bees 

and their biology, and (2) Identification of 

bees. The first part covers a variety of topics 

and sets the basis for understanding native 

bees whilst the second part constitutes a 

significant portion of the book and offers a 

close examination of the five bee families. 

Throughout the second part the reader 

is provided with substantial detail on key 

identifying features of bee species.

With increasing social awareness occurring within 

Australia and globally of both the importance and plight 

of bees, this guide will surely have the reader in awe 

spending much of their time outdoors and engaged in 

nature, eagerly seeking out and observing the native bees 

that might be in their area. Perhaps the reader will even 

find themselves fashioning ‘bee hotels’ or introducing 

specific floral species to their gardens following some of 

the useful tips provided at the end of Part 1 to encourage 

some of our country’s wonderful native bee colonies to 

their area and to nest, thrive, and be enjoyed.

Reviewer: Paul Kucera, beekeeper, Melbourne
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Restoration of some form of native vegetation 

in previously cleared landscapes is a growing 

(pardon the pun) activity throughout the 

agricultural zones of Australia. Landcare 

groups and other private groups and 

individuals are active in tree planting, weed 

removal, fencing and all the other activities 

that are part of this campaign in habitat 

restoration. There is a need for a text that 

brings together and summarises in an 

accessible way what we’ve learnt so far about 

how to revegetate most effectively.

This book is logically organised, starting with a 

statement of the current situation (the ‘problem’) and 

then providing the background of the authors – their 

credentials as writers in this intellectual space, the 

sources of their expertise and the assumptions and 

limitations that govern the book. This book 

is an outcome of decades of research and 

records encompassing many properties in 

south‑eastern Australia. Unfortunately, the 

book’s bias towards the authors’ research and 

survey efforts shows through early on, even 

in the Acknowledgements (with appreciation 

shown for the ‘ … generous funders of our work 

over the past two decades, my emphasis). This 

bias pervades the book. All the authors are 

(or were) members of a tight research group 

based at the Australian National University 

in Canberra. Other contributors to the field are not 

completely ignored. There are occasional references 

to the work of others. Nevertheless, the authors’ work 

dominates the book.


