Plant Cuttings – March 2026
These Australians are saving and restoring native grasslands – ABC News, 28 February 2026
When Kath Raulings set out to write a book about native grasses, she quickly discovered it was difficult to source good photographs. So she planted a patch of native grassland in her suburban Melbourne backyard. The 27 varieties of grasses and forbs (flowering plants with soft stems) became the still life subjects for the illustrations in her book.
"I'd sit here, measure them, and draw them as accurately as I could," Ms Raulings said. "I just wanted to use the skills that I had in the hope that it may help people to identify them."
Ms Raulings's delicate pencil drawings are a feature of her book, Endangered Grasslands — Rescuing the Native Grasslands of South-Eastern Australia.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-02-28/native-grasslands-victoria-endangered-restoration-seed-demand/106391114

VIDEO: Seeds of Revival: Saving and restoring native grasses – ABC Landline, 1 March 2026
Australia’s native grasslands have been decimated since European settlement and are under constant threat from changing land use.  Some dedicated people are working hard to save and restore these grasses to the landscape.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/programs/landline/2026-03-01/seeds-of-revival-saving-and-restoring-native-grasses/106398378

Bondi neighbourhood split over illegal chopping of tree in broad daylight – ABC News, 2 March 2026
The men came wearing high-vis and wielding chainsaws, claiming they were contractors for the local council before chopping the paperbark limb by limb.
But the lopping of the tree on New Street, Bondi, was, in fact, an alleged act of illegal vandalism now under investigation — and, according to residents, the fourth tree targeted on the short suburban street in about four months.
Five of the quiet street's residents who spoke to the ABC — and who asked not to be identified to avoid tension with neighbours — are split on the chopping of the paperbark.
One woman told the ABC she was pleased to see the tree being pruned and had assumed the council was "finally paying attention to my 100 requests".
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-02/bondi-tree-chopped-investigation-alleged-illegal-vandalism/106391446

Is Australia’s scorched earth baiting program actually paving the way for fire ant invasion? – The Conversation, 3 March 2026
Right now, Australia is undertaking the world’s largest removal of invasive ants. The goal: eradicate fire ants (Solenopsis invicta).
These aggressive South American ants are named for the burning sensation of their sting. They pose risks to many native species – and to human health.
Fire ants have made it to Australia nine times, arriving in cargo ships. Eight times, authorities were able to stamp them out early. But an infestation detected in Brisbane suburb in 2001 has now spread across more than a million hectares of South East Queensland.
Authorities have used broadcast baiting to tackle fire ants, releasing pesticides over massive stretches of land since 2001. This approach works for small outbreaks. But my recent research suggests it may actually be making it easier for fire ants to spread.
When large areas are baited, the result is an ecological vacuum. Competitor species are wiped out and hardy fire ant survivors can press forward.
https://theconversation.com/is-australias-scorched-earth-baiting-program-actually-paving-the-way-for-fire-ant-invasion-276980

Growers branch out as demand grows for unique Australian native flowers – ABC News, 3 March 2026
Nestled within the lush green bushland of the NSW Mid North Coast, Paul Dalley's flower farm is the last place a crop of Sturt's desert pea would be expected to thrive.
The floral emblem of South Australia normally grows in the outback, in arid conditions and sandy soil, but Mr Dalley is growing the flower in a greenhouse in Kempsey, where dozens of the native desert flowers are in full bloom. Before Mr Dalley attempted to grow the flower last year, he had only seen it once, at Melbourne's botanic gardens.
"We just like growing things that are beautiful and different, and nobody else is growing," he said. "They're beautiful, they're unique, a lot of people have seen pictures but have never seen them for real."
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-03/growing-sturts-desert-pea-amid-demand-for-native-flowers/106310086

Bush hives dying, beekeepers challenged as treatment-resistant varroa mites spread – ABC News, 4 March 2026
The world's worst honey bee parasite is genetically mutating, becoming resistant to common treatments used to save hives. Authorities say treatment-resistant varroa mites were found in New South Wales in January and have now been confirmed at three sites in south-east Queensland, including the Southern Downs and Ipswich.
The mutation makes common insecticides, known as pyrethroids, less effective, making it harder for beekeepers to protect their hives from the destructive pest.
Biosecurity Queensland varroa mite program manager Rob Stephens said he was awaiting further test results to confirm more cases but expected the chemical resistance to spread.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/2026-03-04/varroa-mite-treatment-chemical-resistance-bees/106409956

New analysis reveals NSW land clearing laws are failing native species – Biodiversity Council, 6 March 2026
New research led by the Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists adds further evidence for urgent reform of NSW’s intersecting conservation and land management laws after revealing ongoing land clearing in high biodiversity value areas, including threatened species habitat. For the first time, scientists have published a detailed analysis that compares cleared areas in NSW to the likely location of threatened plant and animal species.
“We wanted to understand how native vegetation clearing in NSW is affecting key biodiversity values recognised in legislation, including threatened species, ecological communities, and riparian ecosystems,” said Wentworth Group CEO and co-author Dr Celine Steinfeld. 
“The NSW government tracks annual changes in native vegetation using satellite footage. 
“By using this data, we could look at where land clearing had occurred in NSW between 2010 and 2023, and overlay it on top of available maps of threatened species distributions”
https://biodiversitycouncil.org.au/news/new-analysis-reveals-nsw-land-clearing-laws-are-failing-native-species

VIDEO: Buffel Battle: The environmental impact of buffel grass – ABC Landline, 8 March 2026
Buffel grass is considered a considered a cornerstone of the country’s pastoral industry particularly in some of the more rugged parts of Australia.  The Federal government is reviewing a nomination to list it as a ‘Weed of National Significance’.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/programs/landline/2026-03-08/buffel-battle-the-environmental-impact-of-buffel-grass/106425348

Land clearing linked to myrtle rust disease in native forests – QUT News, 10 March 2026
New research has revealed past land clearing is increasing the vulnerability of native Australian forests to the invasive myrtle rust disease — with regrowth forests emerging as hotspots for impact.
In a study published today in the journal Ecological Solutions and Evidence - Historical land use couples with host density to affect myrtle rust impacts in a wet sclerophyll forest community in Eastern Australia - researchers surveyed 21 patches of eucalypt rainforest (wet sclerophyll forest) across Queensland and northern New South Wales. The site species included the small bushy native rainforest Myrtaceae (the myrtle family), that are susceptible to myrtle rust.
Among the national park, council and privately owned land examined were areas that had been subject to different levels of historical land clearing (i.e., level of canopy cover in the 1960’s).
Led by Dr Kristy Stevenson and Professor Jennifer Firn at QUT, the National Environmental Science Program Resilient Landscape Hub study found this type of forest with a history of heavier land clearing was more impacted by myrtle rust.
“Regrowth forests tend to have higher densities of species that are highly susceptible to myrtle rust, particularly a small tree called rose myrtle (Archirhodomyrtus beckleri),” Dr Stevenson explained.
https://www.qut.edu.au/news?id=203673

5 top tips for the perfect compost – according to science – The Conversation, 10 March 2026
As a young boy, I had to contend with my grandfather’s compost heap. It was a veritable Vesuvius of foul-smelling, putrescible plant waste, a metre high and hidden behind a privet hedge. We had placed all the weedy waste in it a year before. As we started the annual spring gardening day, the first area we had to clear was the now weed-covered and unsightly compost heap. By the time we had cleared the weeds sprouting from it, half the day and most of our energy was gone.
We were doing everything wrong. But it’s not too late for you. You can learn from our mistakes. Making compost is a cornerstone of sustainable gardening, yet few of us understand the great science behind it. It all comes down to understanding the requirements of the bacteria and fungi that do most of the decomposing and the processes of cellular respiration. Here’s how to work with them, not against them.
https://theconversation.com/5-top-tips-for-the-perfect-compost-according-to-science-271403

Cultural burning practices return to Yuwibara Country for first time since colonisation – ABC News, 14 March 2026
Famous for its beach-hopping kangaroos at sunrise, Cape Hillsborough in north Queensland is home to more than just the perfect tourist photo opportunity.
More than 850 species of plants and animals call the national park, 40 minutes' drive north of Mackay, home, and its thousand-hectare range includes endangered and threatened species of birds and bats.
For the Yuwi people, the mix of ecosystems, from the ocean to the beaches and mangroves, is special. Shoreline rainforest and volcanic headlands covered in hoop pines give way to open, drier eucalyptus forest.
Aunty Deb Clark understands each of these "special" landscapes as distinct countries that provide their own food, medicines and materials that sustain cultural ways of living. In turn, the Yuwi people, whose Country spans from Cape Palmerston in the south to the O'Connell River in the north, would care for the landscape that provided for them.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-14/cultural-burning-practices-return-to-yuwibara-country/106440144

Buffel grass fight reaches Canberra as cattle industry pushes back – ABC News, 14 March 2026
A delegation of traditional owners has taken their fight for buffel grass to be formally recognised as a nationally significant weed to Canberra in a last-ditch effort to influence the federal government's decision.
They, along with environmental groups, are at odds with the cattle industry over the national weed status nomination currently being considered by the government.
Despite being a declared weed in both South Australia and the Northern Territory, buffel grass is an important pasture source for a large part of the nation's cattle industry.
Environmental advocates, including Ellen Ryan-Colton who co-authored the nomination, argue buffel grass should be added to the list of 32 weeds already recognised by the Australian government as being of national significance.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-14/buffel-grass-weed-of-national-significance-canberra-delegation/106446548

Tasmanian wetland rebounds as invasive rice grass nears eradication – ABC News, 14 March 2026
For two weeks, at the best time of year, not a single oyster is harvested from these rich waters in Tasmania's far north-west.
"We could harvest up to 18,000 to 20,000 dozen a week, so there could be lost opportunity of nearly half a million worth of sales,"  Tasmanian Oyster Company chair Jon Poke said.
Nearby, a week-long mass herbicide spray is taking place to kill off rice grass, an invasive weed. The chemical has never been detected in oysters here, but, to be safe, farmers hold off harvesting for another seven days.
An oyster actually processes everything through its system within 48 hours, so we go up to nearly three times that long to allow anything to discharge," Mr Poke said.
Despite the financial hit, the oyster grower of decades is entirely onboard.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-14/efforts-to-eradicate-rice-grass-weed-tasmanian-wetland/106421108

Shocking scene in Aussie national park prompts warning after 270 fines issued: 'Nightmare' – Yahoo News, 14 March 2026
A potentially devastating illegal dump on Australia's east coast has prompted a stern warning from conservationists, with the trend continuing to soar across communities.
Authorities on the Sunshine Coast earlier revealed tens of thousands of dollars in fines had been handed out to offenders in recent months, amid growing concerns over environmental damage and safety risks. And now, conservationists are renewing their plea after a local spotted a pile of bamboo that had been dumped inside a national park.
"If your neighbour was digging out their bamboo, ask them where they tipped it? Please. Help protect our wild spaces. Don’t let ignorance win," a local man said on social media, sharing photos showing a huge haul of chopped bamboo dumped in bushland.
Yahoo News spoke to the Invasive Species Council about why bamboo dumping can be especially problematic.
https://au.news.yahoo.com/shocking-scene-in-aussie-national-park-prompts-warning-after-270-fines-issued-nightmare-011804826.html


Aussie property owners warned as invasive pest spreads across 'one-million hectares' – Yahoo News, 15 March 2026
For homeowners in Queensland's southeast, a desperate battle against a dangerous environmental invader has seen helicopters dropping bait on open paddocks and backyards being treated with pesticides. But some experts now warn that the very chemicals meant to stop the pest may be helping it spread.
The red imported fire ant (RIFA) eradication strategy relies heavily on insect growth regulators (IGRs) such as pyriproxyfen and S-methoprene. Rather than killing ants instantly, the bait is carried back to the nest by worker ants, where it disrupts the queen’s ability to reproduce, eventually collapsing the colony.
Professor Nigel Andrew, an entomologist at Southern Cross University, said the approach can work in small infestations where coverage is thorough. Historically, eradication programs have succeeded when the treated area was under 100 hectares, and once at around 10,000 hectares, where authorities were able to blanket every backyard, industrial site and paddock multiple times.
https://au.news.yahoo.com/aussie-property-owners-warned-as-invasive-pest-spreads-across-one-million-hectares-060009536.html

VIDEO: Buffel Grass: The role of buffel grass in beef industry – ABC Landline, 15 March 2026
The call to list buffel grass as a Weed of National Significance has sparked contentious debate. The pastoral industry relies heavily on it for livestock fodder, and graziers are concerned a weed listing would bring unintended - possibly catastrophic - consequences.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/rural/programs/landline/2026-03-15/buffel-grass-the-role-of-buffel-grass-in-beef-industry/106450768

Australia claims it is ‘on track’ to save nature. We disagree – The Conversation, 17 March 2026
Without fanfare, the Australian government has published the latest snapshot on its progress toward halting and reversing the loss of Australia’s biodiversity – our unique wildlife, plants and nature – by 2030. This report on Australia’s progress under the Global Biodiversity Framework is a self-assessment, and the Australian government has given itself a glowing report card.
We examined the claims in this report, called the Seventh Report to the UN’s Convention on Biological Diversity. And we found the government has been unjustifiably optimistic, rewarding itself for “intentions” and promises so it can claim we are on track.
This is wrong. Ecosystems are being left to degrade, rare and precious species are sliding toward extinction, and billions of dollars are being used to quietly fund subsidies, including for fossil fuels, which contribute to the very destruction the government claims to be fixing.
Our last national report into Australia’s State of the Environment found the condition of the environment was poor and deteriorating. It is more pressing than ever the government drops the spin and gets on with the hard work of addressing the existential threat of biodiversity loss.
https://theconversation.com/australia-claims-it-is-on-track-to-save-nature-we-disagree-278081

Aboriginal leaders push for stronger control over native foods industry – National Indigenous Times, 18 March 2026
Aboriginal leaders and researchers are calling for stronger protections to ensure Indigenous people have greater control over traditional foods and the knowledge connected to them.
The push has been outlined in commentaries published in the Australian and New Zealand Journal of Public Health, bringing together the views of six Aboriginal academics and one non-Indigenous researcher with expertise in bush foods, traditional Indigenous medicines, policy and law.
As Australia's native food industry continues to grow, the authors argue that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people must have a genuine say in how native foods are accessed, used and commercialised, while also sharing more fairly in the benefits.
Lead author Dr Luke Williams, a Gumbaynggirr man from northern New South Wales and a University of Queensland researcher, said native plants remain deeply connected to Aboriginal identity, health and culture.
"Access to our traditionally used plant sources have been vastly eroded by colonisation," Dr Williams said. "Many Indigenous people have been displaced from their traditional lands, natural resources have been destroyed or control has been taken away, and knowledge systems around how best to maintain and use these resources is increasingly lost.
"Climate change is also creating a new threat for our natural plant resources."
https://nit.com.au/18-03-2026/23255/aboriginal-leaders-push-for-stronger-control-over-native-foods-industry

Australia’s environment minister wants to ban fishers and drillers from more ocean – and avoid a culture war – The Guardian, 18 March 2026
Australia’s environment minister wants to ban fishers and drillers from more ocean – and avoid a culture war. Conservationists hope Murray Watt’s review of national marine parks will ‘right the wrongs’ of previous downgrade of protection
The federal environment minister, Murray Watt, has pledged to put an extra half a million square kilometres of Australia’s ocean out of reach of fishers and drillers in a step conservationists hope will “right the wrongs” of an Abbott-era downgrade of marine protection.
Watt confirmed last year Australia would put 30% of its ocean estate under a high level of protection that bans extractive industries as part of an international agreement to protect 30% of the planet’s oceans.
On Tuesday, Watt met conservationists, fishers and representatives from tourism, oil and gas and offshore wind to kickstart a review of management plans across 44 national marine parks.
Watt told Guardian Australia the process was a “major priority for our government this term” and said he wanted to avoid the “culture wars” ignited by the Abbott government before marine park maps were redrawn in 2018.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/mar/17/australia-environment-murray-watt-ocean-protection-fishers-drillers

What's in a name? Taxonomist Appreciation Day! – CSIRO News, 19 March 2026
Taxonomy is the game of the name. And genomics is the new superpower allowing taxonomists to separate and describe more species faster.
Australia is one of only 17 mega-diverse countries in the world, with a rich and unique biodiversity. An estimated eight per cent of the world’s plants and animals occur in Australia, yet only a fraction of these species are known to science.
This huge task ahead shows the importance of taxonomists! Their research builds our understanding of our biodiversity. They identify species, a fundamental building block of ecology and conservation.
Let’s take a moment to appreciate taxonomists and the importance of taxonomy for research, data and biosecurity.
https://www.csiro.au/en/news/All/Articles/2026/March/Taxonomist-Appreciation-Day

Koala habitat logged by farmers caught unaware of new environment laws – ABC News, 19 March 2026
Koala habitat has been bulldozed in an apparent breach of environment laws that took effect in December, with conservationists worried farmers are largely unaware of their new obligations.
Investigators with the Australian Conservation Foundation (ACF) also found landholders who had spoken with state environment agencies were given wrong or misguided advice that they did not need to seek approval under the new laws.
A massive rewrite of Australia's decades-old environment laws passed parliament late last year, with the establishment of a federal watchdog now underway.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-19/epbc-land-clearing-koala-unaware-farmers/106452434

Rare Rymer apples found on NSW Southern Tablelands farm – ABC News, 20 March 2026
Rudi Stachow spent his early years in his family's orchard on the NSW Southern Tablelands eating a variety of apple experts once thought was extinct.
"I've only known them as Rymers," Mr Stachow, 76, said.
The sweet but slightly acidic fruit grew from three brightly coloured trees that his father had propagated in the back paddock. 
As it turns out, only three other countries in the world are home to the Rymer. The trees are the last of their kind on the property, now under different ownership, at Majors Creek, about 300 kilometres south-west of Sydney.
The Rymer is an English cooking apple characterised by its large size, smooth skin and yellowish flesh. Braidwood cider maker Gary Sully, who often refers to himself as an "apple nerd", thought he recognised the fruit when he first visited Mr Stachow's family farm in 2008.  
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-20/rare-rymer-apples-on-nsw-property/106330716

‘Like lighting a cigarette while trying to quit’: Australia approves new coal seam gas expansion – The Guardian, 20 March 2026
A major coal seam gas expansion, contributing about 120m tonnes of carbon emissions over its lifetime, has been approved by the federal government until 2081.
The approval enables Australia Pacific LNG to continue to build, operate and eventually decommission new gas infrastructure in Queensland’s Surat and Bowen basins.
That could include up to 1,695 new gas wells, 1,545km of gas and water pipelines and three processing facilities, which would produce about 2,033 petajoules of gas. The project is expected to operate until 2061, with an extended approval time to ensure environmental conditions are met.
The project’s public environment report estimated 9m tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions would be emitted during construction and operation, and about 111m tonnes as a result of burning the gas – more than Australia’s annual transport emissions.
Amanda McKenzie, the chief executive of the Climate Council, said it was the 36th fossil fuel project approved by the Albanese government.
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2026/mar/20/like-lighting-a-cigarette-while-trying-to-quit-australia-approves-new-coal-seam-gas-expansion

Australia’s forests are finally doing better — but ‘underwater bushfires’ hit oceans hard – The Conversation, 24 March 2026
Good rainfall across much of Australia in the past year has kept the vegetation green and rivers flowing. For the fifth year in a row, our national environment scorecard for Australia’s landscapes in 2025 rated them as “above average”.
Queensland had an exceptionally wet year. The Channel Country river systems in southwest Queensland flooded spectacularly, sending water surging toward Kati Thanda–Lake Eyre in South Australia. The biggest floods in at least 15 years, this flush of water triggered fish breeding and the arrival of waterbirds from across the continent.
But underneath the ocean waves, it was a different story. Marine heatwaves and the algal bloom in South Australia were a disaster for Australia’s underwater ecosystems and their unique animals and plants.
https://theconversation.com/australias-forests-are-finally-doing-better-but-underwater-bushfires-hit-oceans-hard-278780

Australia has dedicated more than 20% of its land to conservation but not where it matters most – The Conversation, 24 March 2026
On paper, Australia is a conservation success story.
Over the past 15 years, we’ve dedicated vast areas of land to conservation. Our primary goal has been to protect our unique plants, animals, and ecosystems. As a result, Australia now has one of the largest protected area estates in the world, covering roughly 22% of the country.
That’s an impressive achievement, and a significant step towards our goal of protecting 30% of Australia’s land by 2030. But there’s a problem. Our new analysis shows we’re not protecting the places that matter most for Australia’s diverse wildlife and environments.
So what are we actually conserving? And what should change?
https://theconversation.com/australia-has-dedicated-more-than-20-of-its-land-to-conservation-but-not-where-it-matters-most-278543

Retirees grow native forest from scratch on Tasmanian conservation covenant – ABC News, 24 March 2026
John Thompson and Annette Vojinov took on an unconventional retirement project — growing a native forest.
"This looks pretty natural, it doesn't look like a plantation," Mr Thompson said, gazing up at towering white gums. Surrounding him are blackwood, myrtle and fern trees.
The north west Tasmanian property has a conservation covenant on 14 of the 18 hectares, which means current and future owners are legally bound to protect the natural values in perpetuity.
"One of the great joys of living on a covenanted property, which you're regenerating or rehabilitating … is to actually see it grow year by year," Mr Thompson said. "Within a generation, it's starting to look like a forest coming back from extinction."
The Gunns Plain property and three other properties make up about 70 hectares of the critically endangered Tasmanian white gum Eucalyptus viminalis wet forest. And it's coming closer to resembling the healthy forest it was 200 years ago.
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-03-24/retirees-grow-native-forest-on-tasmanian-conservation-covenant/106485094

Quantity not quality: Australia’s conservation expansion is failing biodiversity – UQ News, 24 March 2026
Australia has almost doubled the size of its national parks and reserves since 2010, but an analysis shows the expansion has not been where it’s needed to protect threatened species and ecosystems.  The study led by Professor James Watson at The University of Queensland found the amount of land gazetted for protection jumped from 12.8 per cent of the country to 22.3 per cent between 2010 and 2022.
Professor Watson said while the headline numbers were important to recognise, there was a critical problem underneath.
“Up to 160 threatened species – about 10 per cent of all listed plants and animals – still have little to no coverage in the national reserve system.
https://news.uq.edu.au/2026-03-quantity-not-quality-australias-conservation-expansion-failing-biodiversity

CSIRO and Landcare launch African boxthorn biocontrol project – CSIRO News, 24 March 2026
A new nation-wide initiative to tackle one of Australia’s most challenging invasive weeds, African boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum), is underway, powered by collaboration between scientists from CSIRO scientists, community groups, landholders, First Nations partners and Landcare peak bodies.
African boxthorn is a highly invasive, drought-tolerant Weed of National Significance that forms dense thorny thickets, reducing biodiversity, hindering agricultural productivity and increasing long-term management costs.
The project involves releasing a rust fungus, Puccinia rapipes, that can reduce boxthorn growth, fruit production and re-invasion pressure. Rigorous testing has shown the rust fungus is safe for release into the Australian environment, with no risk of damage to native plant species.
The project invites farmers, First Nations communities, Landcare members and other stakeholders to participate in coordinated mass releases across Australia, supporting long‑term drought resilience and sustainable weed management.
https://www.csiro.au/en/news/All/News/2026/March/African-boxthorn-biocontrol-project-with-Landcare

All herbivores, great and small, needed to maintain health of endangered grassy woodlands – QUT News, 24 March 2026
A new QUT-led study has found both grazing mammals and plant-eating insects together play a major role in maintaining the health of Australia’s endangered grassy woodlands. The three-year study, conducted in lowland grassy woodlands of New South Wales’ Bega Valley, found that removing all herbivores, including insects, caused a shift in plant dominance.  
QUT PhD researcher Nadia Chinn (pictured), who led this study jointly with Dr Gabrielle Lebbink (now with DETSI), from QUT’s School of Biology and Environmental Science, said that through repeated defoliation, animal and insect herbivores helped the dominant native Kangaroo grass (Themeda triandra) maintain its vigour, and limit opportunities for the spread of invasive species. 
“Lowland grassy woodlands ae listed as endangered in NSW and critically endangered under federal legislation,” Ms Chinn said. 
“The global expansion of agriculture and other human activity has seen the intentional and accidental introduction of non-native pasture plants, which may spread quickly, outcompete native species and alter ecosystem diversity and function.
https://www.qut.edu.au/news?id=203856





Events and Opportunities

International Society of Ethnobiology (ISE) Congress 2026 – Cairns QLD, 26-29 July 2026
The 19th International Society of Ethnobiology (ISE) Congress invites academics, activists, practitioners, and visionaries from all over the world to explore the theme of “Indigenous and Local Knowledge Connections: Honouring Heritage and Innovation”
The International Society of Ethnobiology (ISE), founded in 1988, is a global network focused on preserving the links between human societies and the natural world. It provides a unique platform for participants to share research and initiatives from diverse disciplines related to human-nature relationships.
Registration and a Call for Abstracts is open.
https://isecongress2026.org/

National Biodiversity Offsets Conference 4.0 – Canberra ACT, 4-6 August 2026
Australia's premier forum on biodiversity offsets returns for its fourth iteration, with the theme Nature Positive by 2030: Integrity, Restoration and Net Gain in Action.
The National Biodiversity Offsets Conference draws environmental practitioners, policymakers, regulatory staff, offset brokers, environmental accountants, academics, legal professionals and landholders involved in offset delivery.
Over three days, you'll gain practical insight from those delivering offsets on the ground, hear the latest policy and regulatory developments, explore emerging biodiversity markets, and connect with around 400 peers across government, consultancy, academia and industry.
https://www.eianz.org/events/event/national-biodiversity-offsets-conference-40-nature-positive-by-2030-integrity-restoration-and-net-gain-in-action

World Ecoacoustics Congress 2026 Cairns, Australia – Cairns QLD, 17-20 August 2026
The WEC happens every 2 years and attracts hundreds of delegates to discuss advances and innovations in Ecoacoustics.
Call for Symposia and Call for Workshops are now open.
https://ecoacoustics2026.org/

13th International Conference on Cycad Biology (CYCAD2026) – Sydney NSW, 17-22 August 2026
The theme is “Cultivating Conservation through Science and Horticulture”.
CYCAD2026 will gather international delegates including academic researchers, conservation and horticultural experts, representatives from leading botanical institutions, and industry leaders and innovators.
Attendees will explore advancements in plant biology, genetics, ecological restoration, horticulture, and more—through keynote addresses, networking opportunities, and collaborative sessions.
Donate to support the running of the conference here: https://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/cycad-2026

24th Australasian Weeds Conference (24AWC) – Christchurch NZ, 23-27 August 2026
On behalf of the Council of Australasian Weed Societies (CAWS), the New Zealand Biosecurity Institute (NZBI) and the New Zealand Plant Protection Society (NZPPS) are excited to host the 24th Australasian Weeds Conference.
Please plan to join us in Christchurch, 23 -27 August 2026, at Te Pae, the city’s new convention centre.
https://caws.org.nz/upcoming-awc-2/

15th Australasian Plant Conservation Conference (APCC15) – Port Douglas QLD, 24-28 August 2026
The 15th Australasian Plant Conservation Conference (APCC15) will be held at the Port Douglas Community Hall in the Queensland Wet Tropics from 24-28 August 2026.
With the overall theme ‘Plant Conservation: Culture, Collaboration and Change’ APCC15 will explore these three spheres of native plant recovery through rainforest restoration partnerships, collaborations with Traditional Owner groups, impacts of climate change induced natural disasters, management of threatened species and communities, and biosecurity threats such as Myrtle Rust.
Early bird registrations and abstract submissions now open!
https://www.anpc.asn.au/conferences-apcc15/

12th Australian Stream Management Conference (12ASM) – Kingscliff NSW, 6-9 September 2026
The theme of 12ASM will be “Living and evolving with change”, recognising the development and maturing of the stream management industry and science that supports it, particularly since the first ASM conference, and how we consider living rivers.  We look forward to 12ASM bringing together our peers for a collaborative forum of discussion and debate on new and emerging issues, practical challenges encountered, experimental research findings, emerging trends and recent innovations.
https://12asm.org/

NZPCN 2026 Conference – Te Whanganui-a-Tara, Wellington NZ, 12-15 October 2026
The theme is Māhia ngā here - Collaboration for better conservation. This theme celebrates the power of working together, reflecting on past and present collaborations in plant conservation, and exploring how we can strengthen these connections for the future.
The 2026 conference coincides with the 100-year anniversary of the Ōtari Native Botanic Garden and Wilton’s Bush Reserve. On Monday 12 October, a formal event will commemorate the centenary, marking 100 years to the day since Ōtari was officially opened.
The conference will run from Monday to Thursday, with workshops and a welcome event on Monday, symposia on Tuesday and Wednesday, and field trips on Thursday. Our field trips and workshops will make the most of the beautiful Wellington flora.
https://www.nzpcn.org.nz/nzpcn/events/2026-nzpcn-conference/

